We have to report that in subsequent studies performed on the same patient cohort investigated for ERG expression in this article, we by chance found that in 7 out of 86 patients the PML/RARA-fusion transcript could not be detected. The reason for this discrepancy with the original diagnostic findings remains unclear. However, repeating our analyses on the remaining cohort of 79 securely PML/RARA-positive APL patients we could confirm our previously reported findings regarding ERG expression levels and prognosis: High expression of ERG (≥75th percentile) in APL patients is associated with an inferior relapse free survival (RFS: 43 % vs 78 % for ERG low after 10 years of follow-up; p=0.004) and an inferior relapse free interval (RFI: 74 % vs. 97 % after 10 years of follow-up; p=0.003). The overall survival of responders to induction therapy was 62 % in the ERG high group compared to 81 % in the ERG low group. However, as reported before, this difference did not yield statistical significance (p=0.11).
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The online version of the original article can be found at doi:10.1007/ s00277-012-1648-2.
